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the rner \alle>s The great barriers of the Kuen L*m and
allied chains on the north and the Himala\ab and Yunnan
Mountains to the south make passage in or out almost
impossible except by air or along the \en difficult nver
gorges and this has served both to isolate and to defend
the Chinese people

FIG 138, The Build of Chuwu
Viewing the land broadly the major divisions into which
it falls should be noted but within each is a very great
variety of surface which cannot be discussed m detail These
divisions are (i) the two wide plains m the north east which
are perhaps the most important area in China if production
and trade only are considered (u) the tumbled mass of
mountain and plateau to the centre and west (111) the